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BILLION-DOLLAR BRIBERY SCANDAL IN THE OIL INDUSTRY
1. Did the relationship between politics and business surprise you? Explain your response
The relationship between politics and business does not come as a surprise to me. This politics and business are interrelated and depends heavily on each other. The businesspeople, as well as the entrepreneurs, play a vital role in driving the economy of a particular economy. Both the business people and the politicians in government influences each other in various ways. For instance, the politicians influence the government through laws and regulations making, making trade policies among other ways. On the other hand, businesses can influence the government through the formation of trade unions and be investing in key areas of the economy (IEduNote, 2017). 
2. Would a payment of $1.1 billion to Malabu Oil be questionable given the known owners of that firm? Should this payment have raised questions, especially in light of shell’s code of conduct? Explain your response
A payment of $1.1 billion to Malabu Oil was questionable given the real owners of the company were people who have close ranks to senior government officials key among them being a formers minister and a son of the former president of Nigeria. Also, it was unclear how the company had a license fee of slightly above $2 million against the required $20 million. This would have raised the question of the type of people who were to receive the $1.1 billion for the oil fields. The company also made the payment under the pressure of Dan Entete. There could also have been blackmailings that the fields would have been sold to other companies thus making the company to rush the pay. In relation to Shell's code of conduct, the transfer of the money to Malabu Oil Company would have raised different questions. The company’s code of conduct states that the company should engage in fair, honest and transparent dealings. This was however not the case as the company knew very well that the money was to be used as bribes to senior government officials as well the company owners (Sylvers, 2011).
3. If you served as a shell compliance officer, how would you attempt to learn where the payment went to be confident that it wasn't a bribe?
There are various things that I would have done if I was a Shell Compliance Officer at the time of the scandal to ensure that I learned that the money paid was not used as a bribe. First, I would have conducted a research of the company officials and any other person involved in the dealing. Also, I would have dug deep to understand the different accounts that the money was to be channeled through as well as the purpose of the money transferred to each account (DELANEY, 2018). 
4. Is shell's ‘we didn't know' defense credible in your opinion? Explain your response
According to my understanding, the shell’s defense “we did not know” was not a credible opinion but just a lame excuse. This is because the company officials understood very well from the start that they were engaging in a corrupt deal. The officials knew the money was to bribe the involved parties to tilt the deal in the favor Shell.
5. Did you notice a difference in ethical standards between the shell executives and the bankers at J.P Morgan Chase who blocked the transactions? Why do you suppose the banked questioned the transaction while some shell executives apparently did not?
There exist a significant difference shell executives and the bankers at J.P Morgan Chase who blocked the transactions. This is because the shell executives did not observe the company’s code of conduct while J.P Morgan’s officials adhered to their company’s code of conduct to the latter. The J.P Morgan officials questioned the transactions because it knew Nigeria’s former oil minister, Dan Entente was to benefit from the money. On the other hand, shell executives would not question the transfer of the money because they knew their company would benefit.
EXXON ARTICLE
1. Were you impressed that the Liberian government was concerned about possible corruption?
I was impressed that the Liberian governed was concerned that there could have been possible corruption facing the oil industry. This is because, by this, the government proved its willingness to uphold integrity in the activities conducted in the country. Through this, the government proved its stand against corruption in the country. 
2. How credible was the comment of the former CEO of the Liberian state oil that the company and government ‘did not know’ the truth regarding ownership of the oil?
The comment that the former CEO of the Liberian state oil that the company and government had no idea about the truth regarding the ownership of the oil was not credible. This is because the government had at first suspected of a possible corruption in the oil sector. The anti-corruption authority of Liberia had also raised a red flag about the possible corruption but the state Oil went ahead to complete the deal (Scott Peterson, 2016).
3. State-owned or controlled oil firms such as in Russia and China often do not hesitate to bribe foreign government officials. How may a private firm that is bound by its nation's laws compete for access of resources without resorting to bribery and other forms of corruption?
To access resources such as oil in a country without bribery or any other form of corruption, the company can employ different methods. These include adhering to the company's code of conduct. By this, the company executives will abide by the guidelines, laws, and regulations of the company thus avoiding possible acts of corruption taking place. Also, the company can educate its employees to change the mentality that the company can only succeed through corruption thus promoting the spirit of integrity among themselves as explained by (Lexology, 2013). 
4. In your opinion, by crafting a complex transaction that attempted to avoid the appearance of corruption, did Exxon comply with the letter of the law but perhaps, violate the spirit of the same law? explain the response
Exxon did not comply with the letter of the law it had crafted as a way of avoiding any corruption dealings. At first, Exxon had insisted that it would not make any payment to Peppercoast or even partner with the Canadian Overseas Petroleum. However, Exxon made several payments to Peppercoast proving that the complex laws that Exxon was pushing for were meant to ensure the company remained clean of any corrupt dealing (Transparency International, n.d.).
5. Given the facts that faced the ExxonMobil CEO, Rex Tillerson, how would you have proceeded with this transaction? Approve or disapprove? Explain. 
If I were in the position of the ExxonMobil CEO, Rex Tillerson, I would have disapproved the transactions involving the Exxon oil deal. This is because different organs of the Liberian government had raised a red flag in regards to the deal. This could have been enough evidence that there could have been an underhand in the oil deal.
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